[image: image1.png]Moore”

NC Governor




Dear Friend: 

A new poll released today shows the margin between Richard Moore and Bev Perdue has shrunk to only 4 points (34% to 30%) in the North Carolina Democratic primary for governor.  Most notable is the fact that among likely voters that know both candidates, Moore actually leads Perdue 48% to 33%. This is a clear indication that as the campaign heats up and voters get to know more about each candidate, Moore's support will continue to grow.

Click Here to Read the Polling Memo.

This poll was conducted by The Benenson Strategy Group who did 806 live interviews statewide of likely Democratic gubernatorial primary election voters, November 28 – December 2, 2007. The margin of error for overall results is ±3.5%.

There has been a flurry of public polls on the governor's race in this election cycle--some show similar results, others are different. So you may ask: Who’s right?  To have an accurate poll, you need to be a stickler for the science. Here are some important factors that impact polling accuracy. 

How was the poll conducted?  Many public polls are automated, computer-generated polls done on the cheap. Our pollster uses live callers to make sure we’re interviewing actual voters.
  
Who was polled? Many public polls do not screen participants to make sure they are interviewing likely Democratic primary voters or that the total poll sample accurately reflects the demographic and geographic makeup of past elections.

What was the sample size?  Here’s a simple rule: The more voters you interview, the smaller the margin of error.  Many public polls start by lumping both Democrats and Republicans into one poll.  By the time they get to Democrats (let alone likely primary voters) the sample size shrinks dramatically and increases the margin of error. It's not that the poll is wrong per se, just not very precise.  

Overall, it's the quality and reputation of the pollster that is one the line. The Benenson Strategy Group's clients include Governor Tim Kaine (VA), Senator Jim Webb (VA), and Senator Robert Menendez (NJ). Peter Brodnitz, who conducted this survey, was named "Pollster of the Year" by the American Association of Political Consultants earlier this year for his work for Kaine, Webb and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee.  This is a bi-partisan award given to one pollster every two years. 

Thanks,
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Jay Reiff 
Campaign Manager

