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	What Did Richard Moore Know, and When Did he Know It?
Approved financing for Parton Theatre, raised thousands for campaign

As chairman of the Local Government Commission, Richard Moore approved a $21.5 million public financing deal to develop the private Parton Theatre.  The deal guaranteed that Parton would be paid $1.5 million per year with little or no oversight, and thousands of dollars in public funds were used to pay for booze, trips to Las Vegas casinos, and payments to Parton's daughters.  (Local Government Commission minutes 2/6/07; Parton Theatre expense reports; Charlotte Observer 12/7/07)
"Richard Moore claims to be the champion of accountability, yet he allowed public funds to be used on alcohol, trips to Vegas and political insiders," said Bev Perdue spokesperson David Kochman.
"Taxpayers deserve answers - why did he ignore the feasibility study when he approved the financing?  Did he know that none of the retail and hotel space was close to opening when the theater did?  Why didn't he insist upon more accountability for our tax dollars?"
 

Deal Approved Despite Feasibility Study Warnings
Moore approved the financing despite a feasibility study warning that "at least 200,000 square feet of retail and other entertainment options needed to be open by the time theater performances began."  Five months after opening night, the additional retail and hotel space has yet to open. (News & Observer, 10/4/07)
 

Fundraiser nets at least $13,000 for Moore - and as much as $27,000
On June 11, 2007, Moore raised at least $13,000 at a fundraiser in Roanoke Rapids hosted by donors closely associated with the theater.  The event came just months after Moore gave his blessing to the controversial deal that provided state guarantees for the theater's finances, and just a few weeks before opening night. (Richard Moore campaign finance reports)
 

Unanswered Questions Remain

· Why did Richard Moore ignore the feasibility study? 
· Did he know that none of the other retail or hotel space was close to opening at the time of his approval? 
· Why didn't he insist upon more accountability regarding the use of tax dollars before approving the public financing? 
· Was the June 11 Roanoke Rapids fundraiser discussed before or after he approved the public funding?
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