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GOV. EASLEY RELEASES STATEMENT ON LEGISLATIVE BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS

RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley released the following statement today (Sunday) concerning the current status of legislative budget negotiations:
“Earlier today, my staff met yet again with House and Senate budget leaders on the reduction in revenues and the best ways we believe to deal with that reduction.  I am concerned that this message keeps falling on deaf ears.

“The State Constitution requires that a budget be balanced before I sign it.  The General Assembly cannot ignore reality.  The very latest numbers verify that we remain short of the estimates that legislative budget writers are currently using.

“We recommended specific and sensible ways to fill the budget gap.

“It makes no sense to provide almost $20 million in tax cuts to the wealthy, in this economic environment, as they currently propose.

“It makes no sense to cut pre-kindergarten for the state’s poorest children just to pay for a 32-cent per week tax cut for families that costs $13 million.

“Teachers get shafted in this budget.  Beginning teachers would only get a $470 annual pay increase while all other state employees would get $1,100 or more.  This comes in a year when the legislature had promised to take teachers to the national average in pay and we have a significant teacher shortage that is projected to grow dramatically.  This is mindboggling.

“I want to be clear – the budget must be balanced and have the right priorities for me to sign it.  I hope we can build a budget we can all be proud of.”
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