	[image: image1.png]



	Senator Martin Nesbitt 
49th Senatorial District                         North Carolina Senate                           

Raleigh: (919) 715-3001     300-B  Legislative Office Building             martinn@ncleg.net                                Raleigh, NC  27603

	
	


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






5/27/2008









 


STATEMENT FROM SENATOR MARTIN NESBITT ON THE AUDITOR'S REPORT:
Today, in a series of emails and press releases, the State Auditor’s Office has shown exactly why the State Ethics Act gave sole jurisdiction for enforcement of our ethics laws to the professional, independent State Ethics Commission.  

More than a year ago – well before the Auditor’s “investigation” on me began, I sought the advice of the Ethics Commission and complied with that advice.  And after I received a copy of the Auditor’s report, I asked the Commission for a written opinion on the allegations in his report.  In fact, I attached the Ethics Commission’s opinion as part of my response to the Auditor.  It dissected his report line by line, and clearly answered all the allegations.  I am extremely disappointed that the Auditor chose not to release the opinion as part of his report.  I am releasing this report to provide a fuller picture of my circumstances and my compliance with the law.

Legislation to clarify that the Ethics Commission has sole authority over our ethics laws is absolutely needed.  Public officials need one central source of information on ethics compliance.  In my case – based on the same facts – the Ethics Commission said I had complied, but the Auditor’s office said I had not.  Having multiple agencies play a role in ethics enforcement will jeopardize the entire process.  When someone has a question about following the law, they need to have confidence in the answer.  Getting different answers from different sources simply leads to more confusion.

And, when politics comes into play, it risks the very integrity of our ethics laws.  When an elected official, who participates in partisan elections, takes it upon himself to become the ethics police – even though he has absolutely no legal authority to do so – it leads to exactly what we saw today: baseless press releases and reports that cast an undue and undeserved shadow over me and the institution in which I serve.  The Ethics Commission was devised to operate free from political considerations and constraints, so that its opinions are judged as such.  This is precisely what the State Ethics Act intended.
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