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 ON FANT DECISION NOT TO RUN

Never has it been clearer that members of Congress have a responsibility to fight for working families. That’s why three months ago, families from every part of North Carolina came together asking to be heard.

So, we spoke up. We talked to voters who wondered how they were going to pay Next months’ rent. We listened as a mother wondered how she was going to send her child to college. Another voter had just lost her state job to budget cuts. And what was clear in all of these conversations, is that these families – all North Carolina families – are looking for leaders who will stand side-by-side with them.

To give a unified voice, a louder voice, to working North Carolinians, we joined with tens of thousands and accomplished an historic first – gathering two times the signatures necessary to put an independent candidate on the ballot in the 8th Congressional District.

This effort was never about party label, it was about doing what is right and making sure people had a choice. A choice between a candidate whose only priority is looking out for their corporate special interests and one who will fight for working families’ interests.

After a lot of conversations with members of North Carolina Families

First Party, Wendall Fant and others within the community we are confident that voters in North Carolina’s 8th district do have a choice between candidates whose records will allow voters to easily determine who can better stand up for them in Congress.

Since we started our effort, we’ve noticed that Congressman Larry Kissell stood up to Wall Street, stood against Big Oil and stood with working families who lost their jobs through no fault of their own. In spite of our tremendous disagreement with him on his vote against health care reform, we applaud him for those votes.

We formed North Carolina Families First Party to remind Democrats about why they got involved with government to begin with: to help keep our nation strong by supporting families, giving them access to health care and good jobs.

And that’s why we will continue to gather signatures to guarantee that North Carolina Families First will be on the ballot in 2012. We may not need to run candidates for every office, but we will be ready if necessary. And we will continue to keep an eye on North Carolina’s congressional delegation, helping at every opportunity…and always fighting for working families.
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