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Senator John Kerr Will Not Seek Reelection 
to State Legislature

Senator John Kerr announced today that he is retiring from the North Carolina General Assembly.  He will serve the remainder of his current term of office, which expires at the end of 2008, but he will not seek reelection.  Kerr intends to remain active in politics and to campaign on behalf of others.

Kerr, a Democrat and an attorney from Goldsboro, represents the 5th senatorial district.  That district consists of Greene County and parts of Wayne and Pitt Counties.

Kerr’s retirement ends an illustrious career in the North Carolina General Assembly that spans more than 20 years.  For at least the past 10 years of his career, the N.C. Center for Public Policy Research has ranked Kerr as one of the top 10 most effective senators.

In 1986, Kerr was elected to the House of Representatives, where he served three terms. While in the House, Kerr served as chairman of various subcommittees of the House Finance Committee and on several committees that focus on legal issues, such as the Committee on Constitutional Amendments and Referenda and the Judiciary III Committee.  

In 1992, Kerr was elected to the Senate, where he continues to serve and holds several key positions.  He is cochair of the Senate Finance Committee, a cochair of the Revenue Laws Study Committee, and a member of numerous other committees, including Judiciary II and Commerce.

“John Kerr is one of the best and most dedicated public servants our state has ever seen,” stated Senate President Pro Tempore Marc Basnight. “To say John is unique is a huge understatement,” Basnight continued, “he works so tirelessly, and with so much selflessness on behalf of the people he represents.  We all rely on his leadership and expertise -- particularly in matters of finance and rural infrastructure needs. John has been a good friend to me and to the Senate, and he will be sorely missed in the legislature."  Senator David Hoyle echoed this sentiment, stating that “John is one of a kind.  He is a shining example of a statesman and a gentleman and he will be missed by everyone.”

Kerr is a vocal advocate for his district and for all of eastern North Carolina.  He is a champion of adequate funding for water, sewer, and other infrastructure needs.  Kerr sponsored the "Clean Water and Natural Gas Critical Needs Bond Act of 1998” as well as the 2006 legislation that established the North Carolina State Water Infrastructure Commission.

Kerr is a staunch supporter of tax fairness, low tax rates, and economic development.  Kerr has sponsored almost every significant piece of tax legislation in the past two decades.  House Speaker Joe Hackney observed that "All North Carolinians should be grateful for Senator Kerr's long and distinguished service. Our history of fiscal stability and fair taxation is due in no small part to his work as Cochair of the Senate Finance Committee."  Kerr recently spearheaded the effort for North Carolina to become a member of the national Streamlined Sales Tax Agreement and was an early sponsor of what are now referred to as the Bill Lee tax credits and other economic development tools authorized for businesses that locate or expand in the State.
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