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McCrory Should Return Money with Strip Club Ties

McCrory has received thousands from strip club owner and thousands more  from PAC with close ties to strip clubs – and Jim Black

Strip clubs in the Charlotte area have given almost $20,000 to Pat McCrory in direct contributions and in contributions funneled through the Tourism PAC – a PAC whose biggest beneficiaries have been Pat McCrory and his teammate Jim Black.  

Strip clubs contributed at least $26,500 to the Tourism PAC run by Mohammad Jenatian who has been described by the Charlotte Observer (8/25/07) as a liaison for Jim Black for strip club money.  Jenatian has also personally contributed to the Mayor. 

The Tourism PAC received $20,000 from David Baucom, owner of MAL Entertainment, which owns nine topless-bars in Charlotte and Gastonia. The other $6,500 was contributed from TMC Restaurants executives David Fairchild and Stephen McWilliams. TMC Restaurants “owns a chain of strip clubs, including The Men's Club in Charlotte.” [Charlotte Observer, 8/25/07]

And according to Tourism PAC disclosures with the State Board of Elections, both Pat McCrory and Jim Black tied as the top recipients – raking in $14,250 each.

And on 3/24/08, McCrory received one of only two political contributions made by Tourism PAC in the first quarter of 2008.  [Tourism PAC, 2nd quarter 2008 report, HYPERLINK "http://www.app.sboe.state.nc.us/cf_pdf/2008/20080506_64724_alt.pdf"7/10/08] 

In addition, Charlotte strip club owner Sammy Tillman has made at least 9 contributions to McCrory totaling $2,400.  Tillman is the owner of one of Charlotte’s most well-known strip clubs, The Paper Doll Lounge.  McCrory’s relationship with Tillman dates back to at least 1993.  

In July, McCrory’s campaign was asked about taking a $200 contribution from Charlotte strip club owner Sammy Tillman.  McCrory’s campaign responded:  "It's a $200 contribution. We've accepted it, and I think that's basically the end of the story… I can tell you this, Pat McCrory's not going to take his pants off for $200."

When later asked about the other $2,200 McCrory took from Tillman over the previous 15 years, McCrory’s campaign declined to comment and said they weren’t aware of the donations.

“Pat McCrory claims he wants to clean up government, yet his campaigns have been funded by thousands of dollars from strip clubs,” said Perdue spokesman David Kochman.  “Time after time Pat McCrory fails to live up to the standards he tries to set for others.”
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