	Hello folks, 

On Monday we will all be the recipients of an email notifying us of a billing for a special assessment from NCAR. (North Carolina Association of Realtors). Below my message is some information on how & why this was implemented. I will give you the short version from notes I took at a Broker/Manager meeting held at RRAR this past Thursday morning. There has been a $70.00 special assessment instituted by NCAR to all members of NCAR. This is not an RRAR fee or increase. The money is going to be used to fill the Issues Mobilization fund to support and or fight issues that affect North Carolina property rights at both the state and local level. Issues such as real estate transfer taxes; professional services tax and impact fees. Although each of us may not necessarily agree on the support of all the same issues; we as members of RRAR and NCAR elect local and state leadership to represent our interests and quell any unfriendly legislation toward economic and physical growth in our communities.
This assessment has been reduced to $50.00 if paid by September 30th and is $70.00 after that date but is due no later the due date of our regular local and state Board dues by the end of 2008. If we do not pay the assessment, we will be subject to losing our membership in NCAR and NAR and therefore our local Board and TMLS. This assessment is tax deductible as a business expense as it is not an RPAC contribution but a dues assessment. Our 2009 dues will also increase by $25.00 for our January billing.
 We did want you to hear this from us first and on that “Happy Note,” I hope you all have a great weekend! Remember, I’m just the messenger!
 Actions of the NCAR Board of Directors
(Regarding Issues Mobilization Funding)
Five recommendations to the Board of Directors, made from the Executive Committee, were approved on June 10, 2008: 
• A one-time $70 assessment, to be billed on or around July 1, 2008. The assessment will be due and payable on the same date that a REALTOR® member’s 2009 dues become due and payable. The assessment will be imposed without proration on all REALTORS® who are members anytime after July 1 during the 2008 calendar year. There will be an early payment discount of $20 for assessments paid prior to Sept. 30, 2008; provided, those who become REALTOR® members after Sept. 30 will qualify for the discount so long as he or she pays the assessment on or before Dec. 31, 2008. A local association may keep $1 from each assessment it collects to defray its collection costs. All other money collected from the assessment will be directed to the NCAR Issues Mobilization Fund. 
• A $25 increase in annual state dues, beginning with the 2009 billing cycle. Association policy will be revised to provide that a total of $30 from each dues payment will be directed to the NCAR Issues Mobilization Fund. A pro-rata provision will be developed for new members who join in mid-year. 
• The Executive Committee will explore ways to expand the network of fundraising partners and political allies on issues affecting private property rights and real estate in North Carolina. 
• A change in the makeup of the NCAR Issues Mobilization Committee, with committee membership beginning in January 2009 to include the following: President; President-Elect; RPAC Chair; Legislative Committee Chair (who will serve as chair of the Issues Mobilization Committee); Legislative Committee Vice-Chair; Executive Vice President; 2 at-large members (initially appointed by the 2009 President to serve respective terms of 1 and 2 years, and thereafter to be elected by the general membership to serve 2-year terms); the President or President-Elect from each local association with 10 percent of NCAR’s REALTOR® members that is otherwise not represented on the committee by a voting member; and Treasurer (non-voting member). The Policy Committee will be directed to develop appropriate changes to the Issues Mobilization Policy for consideration and approval by the Board of Directors at its next meeting.  
• A ceiling of $10 million will be established for the NCAR Issues Mobilization Fund. At such time the balance reaches $10 million, the $25 dues increase will be removed at the next billing cycle. The $25 increase will be reinstated, if and when, the Issues Mobilization Fund balance falls below $5 million. Association policy will be revised to reflect this action.


